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EU-NGOs Case Study

Georgia, EU-NGOs project “Improving forestland governance to foster sustainable 
development in Georgia”, Green Alterna  ve

Summary

This project “Improving forestland governance to foster sustainable development in Georgia” contributed to improved 
forestland governance through acƟ ons such as: (1) evaluaƟ ng forestland governance in Georgia; (2) awareness raising 
on responsible forestland governance and sustainable forestry development; (3) building and maintaining alliances 
for eff ecƟ ve advocacy eff orts; and (4) media outreach. The Assessment of forestland governance was based on 
the Indicator Framework elaborated by the Governance of Forests IniƟ aƟ ve (GFI) of the World Resource InsƟ tute to 
idenƟ fy strengths and weaknesses in forest governance. Based on best pracƟ ces, the Guidebook on responsible land 
governance (FAO Guidelines (2012) adapted to the Georgian context), the Policy brief on a specifi c policy area (mining 
in forest areas) and the White paper on “Categoriza  on forestlands of Georgia” (based on MCPFE recommendaƟ ons) 
were prepared. The above-menƟ oned publicaƟ ons, together with seminars, meeƟ ngs and round tables, helped to 
harmonize sector policies and coordinaƟ on of various insƟ tuƟ ons in charge of land use and forestry governance. Thus, 
the project provided incenƟ ves for reducing the pressures and compeƟ Ɵ on between land use systems and resoluƟ on 
of confl icts related to the forestland governance. The project improved NGOs/CSOs capacity to eff ecƟ vely parƟ cipate 
in decision-making processes related to forest governance. It also contributed to development of Governmental 
agencies’ and other stakeholders’ capacity to address land use and forest issues: the Ministry of Environment, the 
State Audit Offi  ce and other state agencies benefi Ʃ ed from seminars, trainings, recommendaƟ ons and publicaƟ ons/
research results elaborated during the project. As a result of discussions and advocacy work within this project, 
the Ministry of Environment accepted the forest categorizaƟ on scheme proposed by Green AlternaƟ ve. Based 
on this categorizaƟ on system, the Ministry elaborated the draŌ  law “Forest Code of Georgia”. Green AlternaƟ ve’s 
recommendaƟ ons related to the improvement of civil society parƟ cipaƟ on mechanisms were also accepted by the 
Ministry and refl ected in draŌ  laws.1 

1 DraŌ  Laws: “Forest Code of Georgia”; “EIA Law”, “Biodiversity protecƟ on Law”
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Environmental Background and Context 

Forestland covers about 40% of Georgian 
territory. Forests have an excepƟ onal importance 
at the naƟ onal, regional and global level: they 
not only conserve the unique biological diversity, 
but also ensure conƟ nuous delivery of direct 
or indirect benefi ts (ecosystem services) and 
resources to local communiƟ es. The quality 
of forestland governance is an important 
determinant of the number and scale of 
environmental problems. Ecosystem services, 
such as fuel wood and Ɵ mber supply, non-Ɵ mber 
products and drinking water supply, as well as 
prevenƟ on of erosion, fl oods and landslides are 
of high importance for a signifi cant porƟ on of 
the populaƟ on. Good environmental governance 
is key for the protecƟ on and sustainable use 
of natural resources for poverty alleviaƟ on, 
suspension of environmental degradaƟ on, and 
ensuring social and economic development. 
One of the determining factors of poor management is the absence of a forest categorizaƟ on (zoning) system based 
on modern principles of sustainable management and an ecosystem approach.2 This has a negaƟ ve impact on the 
development of protected areas and on biodiversity conservaƟ on in general. OverexploitaƟ on of Ɵ mber resources, 
uncontrolled pasturing and development of infrastructure projects in vital ecosystems, including protected areas, 
are among the results of bad governance. Several studies related to forest legislaƟ on and forest management in 
Georgia have already been conducted, including those by Green AlternaƟ ve.3 Yet, there has not been any analysis of 
this complex issue of forestland management legislaƟ on and pracƟ ces. Local civil society groups and NGOs only have 
limited opportuniƟ es to advocate and parƟ cipate in related decision-making processes due to the absence of a policy 
and legislaƟ on analysis related to forestland governance. 

Project descrip  on and Key objec  ves 

Recognizing the importance of sustainable forest management in the protecƟ on of biodiversity and human well-
being in Georgia, the primary objecƟ ve of this EU-NGOs-supported project was the improvement of forestland 
governance in order to foster sustainable development in Georgia. Specifi c objecƟ ves of the project were to: (1) 
Contribute to elaboraƟ on of eff ecƟ ve mechanisms of forestland governance; (2) Promote dialogue in policy planning 
and implementaƟ on among civil society groups, public authoriƟ es and other stakeholder groups; (3) Increase 
eff ecƟ veness of civil society groups’ and other (local) stakeholders advocacy eff orts; and (4) Improve knowledge of civil 
society groups’ and other (local) stakeholders in sustainable forest land governance and its role in biodiversity/forest 
conservaƟ on.

Target groups of the project were: Georgian civil society groups acƟ ve in related fi elds (land and forestry, agriculture, 
human rights, environment, EU Neighborhood Policy); NaƟ onal and local authoriƟ es involved in land governance 
and forestry development, as well as donors providing assistance in land and forest  sector; and the communiƟ es of 
diff erent regions. Final benefi ciary of the project was the Georgian society at large, which benefi ts from improved 
policies, greater transparency and beƩ er governance in land and forest sectors of Georgia.

The following four sets of acƟ viƟ es were conducted within the framework of this acƟ on, which are interlinked to 
achieve the diff erent project objecƟ ves: (1) EvaluaƟ ng forestland governance in Georgia; (2) Awareness raising on 
responsible forestland governance and sustainable forestry development; (3) Building and maintaining alliances for 
eff ecƟ ve advocacy eff orts; and (4) Media outreach.  

Project outcomes helped to harmonize policies of related fi elds (i.e. forestry, biodiversity protecƟ on, agriculture, and 
economy) approaches by diff erent insƟ tuƟ ons and their coordinated acƟ viƟ es; and strengthen the advocacy capacity 
of civil society, private sector and the local populaƟ on, which will facilitate more eff ecƟ ve cooperaƟ on with central and 
local governments. 

2 Ecosystem approach – according to the ConvenƟ on on Biological Diversity (CBD) the ecosystem approach is a strategy for the integrated management 
of land, water and living resources that promotes conservaƟ on and sustainable use in an equitable way. It is based on the applicaƟ on of appropriate 
scienƟ fi c methodologies focused on levels of biological organizaƟ on which encompass the essenƟ al processes, funcƟ ons and interacƟ ons among 
organisms and their environment. (hƩ ps://www.cbd.int/ecosystem/)
3 See www.greenalt.org      

Forest ecosystems of Lesser Caucasus 



3

Implementa  on

Key ac  vi  es, Results and Innova  ons
The project was designed to strengthen NGOs/CSOs capacity to parƟ cipate in consultaƟ on processes and decision-
making process related to forestland and sustainable forest governance. It further contributed to development of 
Governmental agencies’ and other stakeholders’ capacity to address land use, land use change and forestry issues. 
The Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources ProtecƟ on was acƟ vely involved in the project acƟ viƟ es, with the 
Ministry itself, State Audit Offi  ce and other state agencies benefi ƫ  ng from seminars, trainings, recommendaƟ ons and 
publicaƟ ons/researches elaborated during the projects.

For the fi rst Ɵ me, an assessment of forestland governance, legislaƟ on and pracƟ ce in Georgia was carried out. The 
research was based on the Indicator Framework4 elaborated by World Resource InsƟ tute Governance of Forests 
IniƟ aƟ ve (GFI) to diagnose strengths and weaknesses in forest governance. This modern tool was so far only used 
for the assessment of forest governance in few countries. Based on the best pracƟ ce in forestland governance, the 
Guidebook on responsible land governance (FAO Guidelines5 adapted to the Georgian context) and the White 
paper on forest land zoning (“CategorizaƟ on of forestlands of Georgia”) were prepared. These acƟ viƟ es as well as 
roundtable meeƟ ngs, discussions, seminars, and exchange of informaƟ on and data with other organizaƟ ons involved 
in forest/land use management gave Green AlternaƟ ve the opportunity to improve their knowledge in forest/land use 
governance and management. 

Project acƟ viƟ es, including the development and publishing of research results, policy papers and guidelines, as 
well as comments on draŌ  legal acts, helped to strengthen parƟ cipatory processes related to forest/environmental 
governance. In the guidebook on responsible land governance, fi ve core principles of good forest governance are 
explained. Transparency, parƟ cipaƟ on and accountability are among the above-menƟ oned principles. These indicators 
were widely discussed during the seminars and other meeƟ ngs with representaƟ ves of governmental agencies; 
parƟ cipants were also trained in how to use these guidelines in decision-making processes. 

The assessment of forest land governance, the policy 
paper, the White paper on forest land zoning, as well as 
trainings and meeƟ ngs increased capacity of civil society 
groups in environmental advocacy and protecƟ ng 
their rights. More than 15 NGOs/CSOs parƟ cipated in 
workshops and seminars. Four joint leƩ ers and posiƟ on 
papers of CSOs were formulated. CSOs were also 
involved in the preparaƟ on of the forest categorizaƟ on 
document and reviewing new legislaƟ on draŌ ed by 
the Ministry of Environment and Natural Recourses 
ProtecƟ on. 

The project further strengthened Green AlternaƟ ve’s 
capacity to collect and analyze large amounts of 
environmental informaƟ on. Valuable informaƟ on was 
collected during the fi eld trips and site visits. During 
the project, Green AlternaƟ ve members exchanged 
knowledge and experiences with other NGOs, 
government representaƟ ves, and the Public defender’s offi  ce. Eight people (Green AlternaƟ ve members and experts) 
were involved in planning and implementaƟ on of project acƟ viƟ es (3 men and 5 women).

About 500 decision-makers and civil servants, as well as representaƟ ves of other insƟ tuƟ ons responsible for and 
interested in land use and forestry issues were reached through publicaƟ ons elaborated during the project. More 
than 20,000 ciƟ zens gained awareness of forestland governance problems and proposed soluƟ ons (accomplished 
through publicaƟ ons, TV programmes, newspapers, website and social media); 200 organizaƟ ons received a hard copy 
of the policy brief (on mining in forest areas). AddiƟ onally, public awareness on responsible forestland governance 
policies and pracƟ ces was increased. CiƟ zens and members of local self-governments6 now more acƟ vely parƟ cipate 
in the ongoing process of public hearings on the draŌ  Forest Code. Members of parliament and staff  of parliamentary 
commiƩ ees gained informaƟ on about key problems and challenges of forestland governance and related 
environmental problems and supported the draŌ  law “Georgian Forest Code” during the preliminary presentaƟ on in 
the parliament.

4 hƩ p://www.wri.org/sites/default/fi les/gfi _guidance_manual.pdf 
5 CommiƩ ee on World Food Security (CFS). April 2012. Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests 
in the Context of NaƟ onal Food Security. CFS’s Thirty-eighth (Special) Session, Rome, Italy, 11 May 2012, available at : hƩ p://www.fao.org/docrep/
meeƟ ng/025/md708e.pdf 
6 See The Organic Law of Georgia on Local Self-Government: hƩ p://waste.gov.ge/admin/editor/uploads/fi les/Organic%20Law%20FinalEng.pdf  

Mee  ng with local community representa  ves, village Disveli, 
Bolnisi district, East Georgia
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Project events, results and publicaƟ ons were promoted through media-advisories and naƟ onal web-portals dedicated 
to environmental issues, as well as social media. Digital versions of the documents prepared by the project are 
available online at Green AlternaƟ ve’s website (www.greenalt.org). During the project period (January 2015 – February 
2016) Green AlternaƟ ve’s website had 59,700 unique visitors, and Green AlternaƟ ve’s offi  cial Facebook page was liked 
by 21,600 visitors. Green AlternaƟ ve further conƟ nues communicaƟ on with project target groups and benefi ciaries 
aŌ er the project compleƟ on. 

Policy Impact

MeeƟ ngs, seminars, and roundtables helped Green AlternaƟ ve to advocate environmentally sound soluƟ ons to 
exisƟ ng problems related to forest governance. Furthermore, the assessment of legislaƟ on, policy and pracƟ ces of 
forestland governance, and the data collected during the interviews, research, fi eld trips and meeƟ ngs helped Green 
AlternaƟ ve in the preparaƟ on of the forest categorizaƟ on system, which was accepted by all stakeholders, including 
the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources ProtecƟ on. 

Based on this categorizaƟ on system, the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources ProtecƟ on elaborated 
the draŌ  law “Forest Code of Georgia”. Green AlternaƟ ve also prepared comments and recommendaƟ ons on 
new legislaƟ on formulated by this Ministry, including the “EIA Law”, the “Biodiversity protecƟ on Law” and the 
“Forest Code of Georgia”, as well as the draŌ  “Law on the amendment in Law on Public register” by the Ministry of 
JusƟ ce. AddiƟ onally, Green AlternaƟ ve formulated recommendaƟ ons related to the improvement of parƟ cipaƟ on 

mechanisms, which were also accepted by 
the Ministry of Environment and Natural 
Recourses ProtecƟ on and refl ected in draŌ  
laws. The Ministry of Environment further 
distributed Green AlternaƟ ve’s comments on 
the draŌ  Forest Code via their offi  cial website 
and presented them during public hearings in 
diff erent regions of Georgia.

It should be noted, that the forest categorizaƟ on 
system as well as parƟ cipaƟ on mechanisms 
proposed through this project meet 
requirements of state forest policy (the NaƟ onal 
Forest Concept of Georgia, and the NaƟ onal 
Biodiversity Strategy and AcƟ on Plan (NBSAP) of 
Georgia) as well as internaƟ onal commitments 
(i.e. the ConvenƟ on on Biodiversity, the EU 
AssociaƟ on Agreement, and the Ministerial 
Conference on the ProtecƟ on of Forests in 
Europe (MCPFE) hƩ p://www.foresteurope.

org/, among others). ElaboraƟ on of the new forest categorizaƟ on system is one of the direct commitments of Georgia 
under the EU AssociaƟ on Agreement. This categorizaƟ on system gives Georgia the opportunity to create the “Emerald 
network”, which is another important step to harmonizaƟ on with EU legislaƟ on.7 

Challenges 

Some main challenges that the project faced can be outlined as follows:

 TradiƟ onally, media is not very much interested in environmental problems. They are more focused on poliƟ cal 
news. To meet this challenge Green AlternaƟ ve tried to link their acƟ viƟ es to the ongoing public/media agenda, 
regularly providing media with valid and reliable informaƟ on. InformaƟ on about project acƟ viƟ es was distributed 
Ɵ mely through social media, informaƟ on agencies and Green AlternaƟ ve’s website. About 30 journalists (14 men and 
16 women) parƟ cipated in seminars and other project acƟ viƟ es. AŌ er the seminar, Green AlternaƟ ve also off ered 
mentorship to journalists during preparaƟ on of respecƟ ve arƟ cles and/or stories, providing high quality experƟ se 

7 The Emerald network is a network of nature protecƟ on areas to conserve wild fl ora and fauna and their natural habitats of Europe. Its 
implementaƟ on was launched by the Council of Europe as part of its work under the ConvenƟ on on the ConservaƟ on of European Wildlife and 
Natural Habitats or Bern ConvenƟ on, with the adopƟ on of RecommendaƟ on N 16 (1989) of the Standing CommiƩ ee to the Bern ConvenƟ on (hƩ p://
www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convenƟ on/emerald-network). CreaƟ on of the “emerald network” by 2017 is one of the important commitments of 
Georgia under the EU AssociaƟ on Agreement.

Seminar for decision makers and civil servants. Tbilisi 14.06.2015
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and informaƟ on. RepresentaƟ ves of media organizaƟ ons were regularly informed and updated regarding problems of 
forest and forestland governance. As a result, more than 50 arƟ cles and stories (including internet and TV reports) 
were released based on interviews with project team members. Green AlternaƟ ve members parƟ cipated in more than 
10 TV programmes to discuss problems that were studied during the project.   

 Sudden changes in the top management of the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources ProtecƟ on, 
the NaƟ onal Forestry Agency and the Agency of Protected Areas was another challenge. To avoid problems, Green 
AlternaƟ ve uses a transparent, public, non-parƟ san communicaƟ on strategy with all relevant state insƟ tuƟ ons.  

 Decision-makers, civil servants, parliamentarians, and poliƟ cal parƟ es are not always interested in parƟ cipaƟ ng 
in meeƟ ngs, seminars and roundtables.. To meet this challenge, Green AlternaƟ ve regularly provided them 
with convincing and reliable informaƟ on. They further linked their acƟ viƟ es to on-going policy discussion and 
representaƟ ves of media and civil society were always mobilized, which encourages parƟ cipaƟ on by state agencies. For 
a conƟ nued dialogue with decision makers and advocacy, Green AlternaƟ ve is acƟ ve on offi  cial plaƞ orms such as the 
NaƟ onal Forest Program, the FLEG program, meeƟ ngs of advisory boards of state agencies, and public hearings of draŌ  
legislaƟ ons, among others. Overall, 61 offi  cials (32 men and 29 women) took part in seminars and roundtables during 
the project.

 The tragic events caused by fl ash fl oods in Tbilisi 13 June 2015 caused the project to adapt its work plan in 
collaboraƟ on with stakeholders from state insƟ tuƟ ons and partner NGOs involved in rescue and other acƟ viƟ es. 
However, some planned project acƟ viƟ es could not be conducted during that month. Parallel to project acƟ viƟ es, 
Green AlternaƟ ve elaborated an analysis of causes of such a disaster, which was published on website and distributed 
through the media. The study was presented to the Minister of Environment and the Mayor of Tbilisi. Joint work 
during this period further helped to strengthen the dialog between Government and civil society groups.  

Project Sustainability 
 
The project is a part of Green AlternaƟ ve’s programs “Environmental Governance” and “Biodiversity and Forests”, 
which the organizaƟ on has been working on since its establishment. During the project Green AlternaƟ ve established 
and strengthened alliances with other civil society organizaƟ ons and diff erent stakeholder groups, and defi ned 
advocacy as one of its key direcƟ ons. This created a posiƟ ve mulƟ plicaƟ on eff ect even aŌ er the end of this COMDEKS-
supported project, as other CSOs will conƟ nue their work and use their skills to parƟ cipate in various processes, both 
at the local and naƟ onal level. Project sustainability is further ensured by the fact that achievements are in compliance 
with state policy documents such as the NBSAP and the NaƟ onal Forest Concept. Project results contributed to the 
empowerment and amendment of Georgian regulaƟ ons as well as fulfi llment of tasks in related sectors, which are 
proposed by state policy documents and commiƩ ed in internaƟ onal agreements.  

Partner agencies (e.g. the Ministry of Environment and Natural Recourses ProtecƟ on, and the State Audit Offi  ce) and 
NGOs that benefi Ʃ ed from the project outcomes are further contribuƟ ng to project sustainability. 

Communica  on, Replica  on and Upscaling 

One of the key elements of the project was the assessment of forestland governance in Georgia. The parƟ cipatory 
process engaged for the assessment of the exisƟ ng forestland governance system can be replicated – the informaƟ on 
about the process, methodology of assessment, and indicators of good forest governance is provided in the 
assessment report, thus allowing other groups to learn from this experience. 

The project further supported knowledge transfer and capacity development of state insƟ tuƟ ons and students. At this 
stage, a number of master students in the “Sustainable natural and forest resources management” (MBA) program 
at the Ilia State University, who acƟ vely parƟ cipated in seminars, trainings and other events organized by the project, 
are working on their master’s theses related to assessments of diff erent aspects of forest governance. They are using 
the assessment methodology elaborated by the project. AddiƟ onally, various universiƟ es are using Green AlternaƟ ve 
publicaƟ ons in their curricula. 

In January 2015, the State Audit Offi  ce started working on a report with the Ɵ tle “Audit of effi  ciency of use of Ɵ mber 
resources for needs of local populaƟ on” and conƟ nues to work in close cooperaƟ on with Green AlternaƟ ve. The 
project strengthening this and other partnerships and facilitated a policy dialogue between civil society and the 
Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources ProtecƟ on, the NaƟ onal Forest Agency, the Ajara Forest Agency, and 
the Agency of Protected Areas, among others. 

DisseminaƟ on of materials such as the report, white paper, guidebook, and policy brief through the website, 
environment/land related internet portals and social media will further sƟ mulate replicaƟ on. Green AlternaƟ ve is 
moƟ vated to replicate good pracƟ ces from other groups and vice versa. The lessons learned from such acƟ viƟ es were 
already shared at CSO events during the project. Thus, the project helped to encourage stronger advocacy and acƟ vism 
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at the local level, which could also be observed during the public hearings of draŌ  legislaƟ on in the regions.  Green 
AlternaƟ ve is planning to conƟ nue acƟ viƟ es aimed specifi cally at awareness raising and informaƟ on and experience-
sharing among civil society groups.

Lessons Learned
 Lack of public parƟ cipaƟ on, accountability and coordinaƟ on between state insƟ tuƟ ons are problemaƟ c issues 

related to forest and forestland governance in Georgia. The assessment of forest governance carried out will 
help state agencies in the elaboraƟ on of new regulaƟ ons to solve exisƟ ng problems.  

 The project team examined problems of mining in forest territories, the results of which it published 
to share this knowledge. The challenges idenƟ fi ed were further discussed during presentaƟ ons and 
roundtable meeƟ ngs organized within the project and a special case study on this problem was prepared.  
All stakeholders agree that mining acƟ viƟ es pose a fast growing threat for forest ecosystems in Georgia and 
substanƟ al policy changes are urgently needed. Green AlternaƟ ve’s main recommendaƟ on to solve these 
problems is to harmonize forestry legislaƟ on (i.e. the Forest Code) with EIA LegislaƟ on and in accordance with 
requirements of EU AssociaƟ on Agreement.   

 RepresentaƟ ves of government agencies, NGOs, CSOs, internaƟ onal organizaƟ ons and independent 
experts (56 persons” 22 women, 34 men) were involved in the elaboraƟ on of the new forestland zoning/

categorizaƟ on. Green AlternaƟ ve used the experience of all stakeholders to advocate a consistent opinion. 
For the fi rst Ɵ me, some forestry experts expressed concerns regarding the new forest categorizaƟ on system. 
Many stakeholders were not aware of modern principles of internaƟ onal policy and pracƟ ces related to forest 
zoning/classifi caƟ on. Consequently during the discussions, Green AlternaƟ ve clarifi ed that the proposed 
categorizaƟ on meets the requirements of state forest policy (the NaƟ onal Forest Concept of Georgia, and 
the Biodiversity Strategy and AcƟ on Plan of Georgia) and internaƟ onal commitments (CBD, EU AssociaƟ on 
Agreement, MCPFE8, etc.), through which all key recommendaƟ ons by Green AlternaƟ ve were eventually 
accepted by Government Agencies. The draŌ  law “Forest code of Georgia” prepared by the Ministry of 
Environment is based on the forest categorizaƟ on system proposed by Green alternaƟ ve. Hence, Green 
AlternaƟ ve acknowledges that clear communicaƟ on and informaƟ on to stakeholders is key to implemenƟ ng 
sound environmental governance frameworks.

8 hƩ p://www.foresteurope.org/

Mining in endangered chestnut forests, Chiatura District, West Georgia
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 A transparent public communicaƟ on strategy and good media coverage achieved acceptance of project 
outcomes and main recommendaƟ ons by state agencies during the elaboraƟ on of new environmental 
legislaƟ on and harmonizaƟ on of naƟ onal legislaƟ on with EU direcƟ ves and other internaƟ onal commitments. 

The project engaged capaciƟ es to monitor and evaluate not only civil society groups but also state insƟ tuƟ ons, namely 
the State Audit Offi  ce, which was a posiƟ ve new experience. RepresentaƟ ves of State Audit Offi  ce parƟ cipated in 
project acƟ viƟ es (seminars, roundtables) as well as meeƟ ngs discussing issues in forest governance, exchanging 
informaƟ on and sharing experiences. The State Audit Offi  ce further used research and assessment results developed 
by Green AlternaƟ ve for the elaboraƟ on of the report “Audit of effi  ciency of commercial use of Ɵ mber resources” (the 
report can be found at: www.sao.ge). The level of collaboraƟ on and achievements by far exceeded Green AlternaƟ ve’s 
expectaƟ ons during the preparaƟ on of project proposal. 

Recommenda  ons and way forward 

As menƟ oned above, Green AlternaƟ ve carried out the assessment of forestland governance based on GFI Framework 
indicators. However, due to limited Ɵ me and fi nancial resources it was possible to evaluate only some themaƟ c areas 
of forest governance (land use planning, sectoral land use, forest classifi caƟ on, forest ownership and use rights, 
state forest ownership). Currently, the government is working on new legislaƟ on regulaƟ ng forestry and nature 
conservaƟ on. For this it will be necessary to conduct a comprehensive evaluaƟ on of forest governance with all its 
themaƟ c areas in accordance with the GFI Framework Indicators.   

The new forest categorizaƟ on system will contribute to the development of new protected areas and “Emerald 
Network” in Georgia. Civil society organizaƟ ons could advocate and monitor this process. 

  

Gold Mining in Forest Areas, East Georgia



The publicaƟ on was prepared under Green AlternaƟ ve’s project “Improving forestland governance to foster 
sustainable development in Georgia”.

The project is fi nanced by EU-NGOs Project “Strengthening Environmental Governance by Building the Capacity of 
Non-Governmental OrganizaƟ ons (NGOs)” which is implemented by UNDP, through GEF small–grant program and EU 
fi nancial support. The views, opinions and statements in this publicaƟ on express the posiƟ on of Green AlternaƟ ve and 
do not necessarily refl ecƟ ng the opinion of UNDP, GEF or EU.
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